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Executive Summary 
 
In 2015 the Government of Liberia received funding from the Forest Carbon Partnership Fund (FCPF) for the 
implementation of Liberia’s Additional REDD+ Readiness activities, building on initial funding received in 2012 to start 
the process. Accordingly, the Government of Liberia through the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) is required to 
report annually on progress made on Liberia’s readiness activities. This report covers the period 1 July 2017 to 30 June 
2018. 
 
During the reporting period, FDA’s coordination of implementation of REDD+ Readiness activities was strengthened 
with continued support provided to seven key REDD+ Implementation Unit (RIU) staff and two additional staff hired and 
maintained. Two Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) Officers were hired and supported- one each for FDA 
and Liberia Institute of Statistics and Geo-Information Services (LISGIS). Liberia’s National Forest Definition was 
validated and awaits the FDA Board’s endorsement. The conduct of a National Forest Inventory (NFI) and Reference 
Emission Level (REL) is well underway with logistics procured, teams trained and deployed and data collection on-going 
and expected to be completed in a couple of months. The development of a Safeguard Information System is in an 
advanced stage with the inception report and review of existing systems and indicators completed and reported on. 
Capacity building and stakeholders’ consultations to clarify indicators are almost finalized. The Inception activities are 
completed and stakeholders’’ consultation across Liberia for the setup of a Feedback Grievance and Redress 
Mechanism (FGRM) are set to be completed by 20 July 2018. The Liberia’s Land Cover and Forest map is being 
prepared consistent with the validated forest definition. An inception and first progress report have been submitted and 
the consultant is now collecting satellite and other geospatial input data and having them pre-processed and ready for 
production. FDA also entered an agreement with World Resource Institute (WRI) to update the Forest Atlas launched in 
2016. This Atlas will have specific dashboards for Community Forest and Protected Area Network. Capacity 
assessment and training of key staff have been done and the current Atlas is being reviewed for the update. In May 
2018 the FDA entered an MOU with LISGIS to develop a Living Standards Measurement Study (LSMS) to assess the 
dependence of rural communities on forest resources. Technical modules have been developed whilst logistics being 
procured and a team organized including enumerators who will be trained and deployed to commence data collection by 
15 August. Two REDD+ Technical Working Group (RTWG) meetings were supported and an RTWG retreat was 
planned for 13 July 2018 to restructure the membership of the RTWG and reposition it to suit the current status of 
progress in REDD+ readiness. In support of its Emission Reduction Program the FDA is undertaking a scoping design, 
which was advertised in May 2018. Shortlisted candidates will be contacted to submit proposal by 20 July 2018 with 
potential start by early August 2018. 
 
Some key challenges worth mentioning here. Firstly, there were delays by FAO to organize and train the NFI team. This 
is also link to delays in FAO;’s hiring and deployment of a Chief Technical Advisor (CTA) which is yet to be deployed as 
at the date of this report. The required semi-annual report due in March 2018 is yet to be submitted by FAO. This could 
potentially affect the timely completion and quality of the NFI work. The FDA has been proactively engaging FAO with 
reminders for the report and CTA. There has also been reluctance of some technical stakeholder experts from some 
relevant government institutions to support technical reviews and technical vetting processes due to expectations of 
payments for these services. Other times this is due to key technical experts being often engaged with other 
assignments as the pool of relevant technical experts in most of these institutions is relatively small and stretched. As a 
result, technical reviews and vetting processes are sometimes delayed to finalize. The bad roads have also been a 
challenge affecting the NFI process and are likely to be more impactful in the South-East of Liberia. 
 
During the next reporting period the data collection, cleansing, analysis and processing for the NFI, REL, LSMS and the 
Land Cover and Forest Mapping will be completed. Setup of the MRV system will be advanced. The RTWG will be 
restructured and its repositioned to better function as a REDD+ policy coordination platform consistent with the current 
status of the REDD+ process in Liberia. Support to the RTWG meetings will continue. The Forest Atlas Update and 
Development of the REDD+ Registry will be completed and made functional. The development of the SIS and FGRM 
will be completed and made functional.  A consultant will be hired and will complete the Emission Reduction Scoping 
Study. Support to RIU’s coordination of the implementation of Additional Readiness will continue and be will completed 
by January 2019. 
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1. Introduction and Background 
 
The Government of Liberia (GoL) through the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) received an original grant of US$ 
3.6 million in 2012 from the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF) to finance implementation of activities needed to 
enable the country readiness for implementation of REDD+. Activities thereunder were completed but with some key 
activities required for readiness remaining. The FCPF granted Additional Funds in an amount equivalent to US$5.0 
million to the GOL in 2015 for the Additional REDD+ Readiness Preparation Activities Liberia needed to carry out. This 
is supporting the Government of Liberia reach REDD+ readiness. Liberia successfully completed the preparation of the 
roadmap for REDD readiness which was endorsed by the governing body of the FCPF.  The additional funding for 
REDD+ Readiness builds on the REDD+ readiness activities already launched. It consolidates and strengthens 
achievements and completes aspects of REDD+ readiness that have not yet been completed. 
 
This report provides updates on progress made in implementation of the Additional Readiness activities for the period 
July 2017 to June 2018. This is inclusive of highlights of achievements made in Liberia’s additional REDD+ readiness. It 
also describes the challenges encountered and associated mitigation measures as well as lessons learned and 
opportunities. The report contains key activities to be implemented in the next reporting year.  
 
  
2. Highlights of Key Achievements   
 
Support Provided to FDA’s REDD+ Implementation Unit (RIU) Coordination: During the reporting period FCPF 
funding was used to pay the monthly salaries of seven key consulting staff of the REDD+ Implementation Unit (RIU) of 
the FDA. These include the National REDD+ Coordinator, the Procurement Specialist, Monitoring and Evaluation 
Specialist, RIU Team Assistant, RIU Accountant, RIU Communications and Engagement Specialist and Procurement 
Officer. This support has enhanced and smoothened operations of the RIU and improved coordination among the 
different stakeholders including relevant government institutions, civil society, communities and private sector on 
Liberia’s REDD+ preparations. Support to the Team Assistant and Procurement Officer began during the reporting 
period unlike the others who had been supported during the preceding reporting annum. The payment of fees for these 
consulting staff will transition into the work plan of the Liberia Forest Sector Project (LFSP) when the FCPF Additional 
Financing closes in January 2019.  
 
A Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) Officer was hired for the Liberia Institute for Statistics and Geo-
Information Services (LISGIS) and monthly professional fees paid for the post through FCPF. The consulting staff has 
been supporting LISGIS coordination and participation in the National Forest Inventory, the development of Reference 
Emission Level as well as the set up and operations of the MRV systems in collaborations with the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization (UNFAO). The staff has also been instrumental in facilitating trainings and supporting 
ongoing LSMS. 
 
The FDA and Bank LFSP Mission explored and are considering utilizing a set of Geo-Tagging and Open-Source Project 
Monitoring Tools. The project monitoring tools will efficiently track progress of activities and contracts in remote 
locations. During the Bank’s LFSP Mission in April 2018, after reviewing information on the uses, benefits and 
operations of the system, the FDA agreed to submit an application to access the establishment of geo tagged platform 
as the first step. The grievance and complaint registration and management system developed under one of the WB 
projects was presented to the FDA for potential adaptation to the LFSP project. 
 
Liberia’s National Forest Definition Finally Validated: In January 2016 Liberia started stakeholders’ consultation to 
define its forest in Voinjama, Lofa County. This was a crucial part of Liberia’s REDD+ preparations as, contingent upon 
the forest definition were the conduct of forest inventories and forest cover maps and atlases as well as the 
establishment of reference emission levels (REL) and several other similar processes. Subsequently, several 
consultations were held in different regions across Liberia to review the forest definition parameters set in Voinjama. In 
March 2018, with funding from FCPF, 49 technical sector-stakeholders gathered at the FDA from government 
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institutions, relevant local and international development partner institutions, civil society, private sector and community 
organizations to review and validate the outcomes of all previous stakeholders’ consultations on the national forest 
definition. The key parameters validated at this meeting and now in used included the following: 

 30% canopy cover 
 5-meter minimum tree height 
 1-ha minimum land area 

 
The above and other essential recommendations were documented and forwarded to the FDA Board of Directors for 
Approval. Since this validation, key activities pegged to the forest definition have been rolled out. These include the 
National Forest Inventory (NFL), REL, Forest Atlas Update, Forest and Land Cover Maps, and so on. 
 
National Forest Inventory Ongoing: Since the 1960s Liberia has not conducted an inventory of its forest resources. 
As part of a Forest Monitoring Information System required for REDD+ a National Forest Inventory (NFI) is key to 
providing significant baseline information on forest typology, classification and size with recommendations for 
sustainably managing it. To ensure that the entire MRV system setup and functionality is made efficient, the FDA 
entered a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the UNFAO for FAO to lead the MRV system setup process 
working with the FDA and LISGIS. Specifically, the consultancy will produce an NFI, and an REL/FREL. The NFI work 
was rolled out with the hiring of an NFI Coordinator at the FDA in December 2017 and the conduct of an NFI Field 
Information Needs Assessment Mission jointly by FAO and FDA from January to February 2018. An NFI species list 
was completed, materials including seven vehicles (high-top Toyota Landcruiser), GPS devices, computers, etc were 
procured, tested and are being used. GPS tracks and field forms and Collect Mobile database were finalised with Socio-
economic survey methodology finalized. An NFI Field team of 45 persons (14 females) with backgrounds in forestry, 
agriculture and other related sciences was organized and provided a 15-day training in Forest inventory techniques and 
tools, sampling plot design, data collection procedures and field excursion exercises at the campus of the Forestry 
Training Institute (FTI), in Tubmanburg, Bomi County in April 2018. The training was provided for the 45 NFI 
crewmembers divided into seven groups or teams, six of which are biophysical teams and consisting of six members 
headed by a botanist as Team Leader. Two teams of three persons each are conducting the socioeconomic survey and 
one team of four persons is doing the data entry, and the rest comprise the supervision team. Additional trainings were 
provided by FAO for the teams at its offices in Monrovia and for the NFI Coordinator and two team leaders in Rome. 
The team also consists of 10 interns (graduates) from the University of Liberia (UL) and FTI, five of which (from UL) will 
continue their internship with FDA after the NFI with support from LFSP. After sample-testing the NFI tools and methods 
in Bomi County, the actual data collection was rolled out for 15 days in June 2018 and now completed in Lofa County 
covering 27 cluster plots. Associated reports have been compiled to support review of the process in Lofa, assess 
challenges, learn lessons and inform improved planning and execution of the subsequent phases. The next phase of the 
data collection will take place in Gbarpolu County. It is expected that the NFI data collection exercise will be completed 
by September 2018 with data cleansing, analysis and processing to commence thereafter.  
 
Development of Safeguards Information System (SIS) Advanced: One of the four required elements identified by 
the Warsaw Framework for REDD+ agreed by parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
in 2013 that countries aiming to receive results-based payments from REDD+ must have in place is a system for 
providing information on how the UNFCCC REDD+ ‘Cancun’ safeguards are being addressed and respected throughout 
the implementation of the national REDD+ Strategy. As such, the Safeguards Information System is a key part of 
Liberia’s REDD+ process. In February 2018, the FDA hired a consulting firm through a competitive process to develop 
the SIS working directly under the auspices of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for a period of nine months. 
The FDA, the Safeguards Working Group (SWG) inclusive of relevant local and international civil society organizations 
are closely and collaboratively working on the process. These include the Society for the Conservation of Nature in 
Liberia (SCNL), Flora and Fauna International (FFI), Skills and Agriculture development Services (SADS), Rural 
Integrated Center for Community Empowerment (RICCE) and so forth. The aim is to develop a practical, easy-to-use 
system, building on existing information systems, ensuring that information is accessible in an appropriate format for 
different stakeholders to meet their needs. Capacity building is being provided under the SIS development for the EPA, 
the FDA, and members of the multi-stakeholder SWG. To date, an inception report including a work plan and a report of 
an Assessment of Relevant Existing System for the REDD+ SIS. Pending approval from the RIU, the SIS through a 
participatory engagement has crafted indicators for each criterion and developed methodologies and framework.  In 
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addition, stakeholder audiences for the information has been identified; Institutional arrangements developed to fulfil the 
identified functions of the SIS, ensuring that these are integrated into the institutional arrangements under development 
for REDD+ implementation and oversight in Liberia. Later, the information technology will be developed to manage the 
information and make it accessible. A compliance framework will be developed to clarify what action should be taken 
with respect to under performance on respect for safeguards. The SIS will be tested from August to October 2018.   
 
Development of Feedback and Grievance Redress Mechanism (FGRM) Ongoing: In February 2018, with FCPF 
funding, the FDA signed a contract with LTS International in partnership with the Environmental Law Institute (ELI) to 
work with the FDA and other concerned stakeholders to develop an effective Feedback and Grievance Redress 
Mechanism (FGRM). The FGRM will effectively address disputes that may arise during REDD+ visioning, planning and 
implementation phases.  Having an FGRM in place is a requirement for REDD+ readiness activities. LTS was hired after 
a consulting firm (Parley) previously hired to develop the FGRM discontinued the work after submission of an inception 
report. The contract with Parley terminated due to non-performance. Prior to the termination of Parley’s services, the 
Government of Liberia through the FDA sought the Bank’s no objection to proceed with said action. To date, an 
inception report inclusive of a detailed work plan was submitted, and stakeholder’s consultations across the country is 
near completion. The consultations have involved the FDA field staff, county authorities, community leaders, farmers 
and farmers organizations, traditional leaders, gold and diamond miners, Liberia National Police and Immigration field 
staff, potentially and currently affected actors – specifically communities, their members, and other concerned parties, 
civil society and the private sectors. Private sector involvements in these consultations have included mining 
companies, agriculture concessions and logging companies. The final set of regional consultations in the remaining two 
counties and a national consultation in Monrovia are planned for 15 to 21 July 2018. This will be followed by the full 
development of the document and systems including training and institutional capacity building for operationalizing the 
FGRM by August 2018. 
 
Liberia Land Cover and Forest Mapping Update Rolled Out:  In March 2014 FDA procured the production of a satellite-
based national land cover and forest cover map of Liberia in support of Liberia’s REDD+ readiness preparation activities This was 
delivered end of 2015.  That map reflected tree coverage, including plantations, thus revealed a significantly biased natural forest 
tree cover area and could not serve as a baseline for REDD+ MRV. Under the forest definition of Liberia at the time of the 
production of that map, Liberia did not have an official forest definition. A national definition of forest was validated later in March 
2018. The validated forest definition does not include agricultural plantations as forest. Consequently, the Government of Liberia is 
of the view that the national land cover and forest map should be modified in order to be compliant with the new forest definition. A 
consulting firm (Metria-GeoVille) was hired to improve Liberia’s land and forest cover map in line with Liberia forest definition. The 
main objective of this assignment is to produce an updated land and forest cover map consistent with the definition, delineating its 
natural forest area from industrial agricultural plantations, thus making it a compliant baseline for land degradation activity 
monitoring as well as biomass and emission estimations for MRV of REDD+. To date, the firm has submitted an inception report 

and work plan. The report reviewed all available data sources during the inception phase and made recommendations to 
which data sources are best suited for the different methodological approaches to achieve each task´s objective. The 
report described the proposed methods as taking full advantage of the high-resolution Sentinel 1 and 2 satellite 
missions to match the existing forest and land cover map of Liberia with the national forest definition. The Inception 
Report further lists all technical specifications, highlights the thematic classes and map nomenclature compared to the 
previous forest and land cover map, illustrates all the datasets that have been selected for production and provides 
information on the production workflow itself. The consulting firm is now collecting satellite and other geospatial input 
data and having them pre-processed and ready for production. The firm will then update the forest and land cover map 
without aggregation to a minimum mapping unit, including new thematic classes for;  

 Industrial and smallholder tree plantations distinguishing rubber trees and oil palms and separated from natural 
forest area 

 Mangrove forest enriched with IUCN survey data, and separated from swamps   
 Tree cover 80-30% reclassified into 80-60% or 60-30% o Tree cover <30% recoded to the rural & agricultural 

domain  
 
The result of this phase will be shared in the submission of their next combined progress reports expected by end of 
July 2018.   
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Living Standard Measurement Study (LSMS) Rolled Out:  In order to assess the dependence of rural communities 
on forest resources the FDA, with funding from the FCPF and in consultation with partners set out to conduct a Living 
Standards Measurement Study (LSMS). The findings of this study will be useful in informing interventions related to 
sustainable livelihood and enterprises development and other policy and program support to forest-dependent 
communities. To execute this, the FDA entered a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Liberia Institute of 
Statistics and Geo-Information Services (LISGIS) in May 2018. Preparatory activities for the survey being completed 
with procurement of all required logistics completed and delivered by 20 July 2018.The household income module 
including the questionnaire has been completed. A shortlist of enumerators will be drawn from LISGIS database of 
contractor enumerators and given an aptitude test. The result of the test will inform the selection and training of 50 
candidate-enumerators by 2 August 2018. While on 13 August 2018 data collection will commence with the deployment 
of 45 of the trained enumerators and logistics in targeted communities in the four main forest landscapes.   
The data collection process is expected to last for a month after which data cleansing, analysis and processing will be 
done. LISGIS is expected to deliver a draft report by October for review, comments and clearance. The exercise is 
expected to be finalized by November 2018 with a final report.  
 
It is important to note that all participants in the LSMS including supervisors, data analyst and enumerators will all be 
LISGIS staff or contractors and not independent consultants. A total payment of Three Hundred Fifty Thousand 00/100 
(US$350,000.00) to facilitate meals, accommodations and incidentals in the field will be made in three instalments as 
scheduled in the MoU.  
  
National REDD+ Readiness Arrangements. The REDD+ Technical Working Group (RTWG) has been active in policy 
level coordination with the FDA on Liberia’s REDD+ Readiness Processes. During the reporting period the RTWG continued 
coordination meetings. An RTWG retreat was held in December 2017 in the city of Buchannan, Grand Bassa County to review 
progress on Liberia’s REDD+ Readiness especially that the REDD+ Strategy had been developed. The retreat also proposed 
revising the terms of reference and the structure of the RTWG to reflect the current status of REDD+ Readiness in Liberia. New 
sub committees were proposed for emerging thematic areas and new elements in the RTWG’s functions.  The RTWG met 

subsequently in March 2018 in the Board Room of the FDA and reviewed the draft proposals from the subcommittees 
formed in Buchannan. Given the amount of time needed to deliberate and have a consensus on the revised role (ToR) 
of the RTWG and the amount and separate functions of different subcommittees to be formed, the group agreed to take 
the committee’s proposals to a two-day RTWG Retreat from 12 to 13 July 2018. The main goal of this retreat is to reach 
consensus and adopt a revised ToR of the RTWG and agree on a restructured membership of the RTWG given the 
current progress and emerging realities of REDD+ in Liberia. The retreat will also be used to share information and 
updates on ongoing REDD+ initiatives in Liberia as well as strengthen the links between the RTWG and broader 
relevant civil society. 
 
Liberia’s Forest Atlas Update Ongoing: In December 2016 the FDA and World Resource Institute (WRI) launched the 
Liberia Forest Atlas representing a significant step towards transforming how the FDA manages and communicates data 
and information. All FDA concession information is displayed and available to download through the forest atlas, 
including the shapefiles, contextual information and background supporting materials. The existing Liberia Forest Atlas 
supports all current datasets supplied by the FDA. REDD+ and other upcoming initiatives with associated datasets and 
data management needs will require and enhancement of the structure and efficiency of the current Atlas as it will be 
added on. Some of these include the national forest inventory data, the reference scenario data, the forest definition 
information, the land and forest cover mapping and so on. The functionality of the forest atlas will be customized and 
expanded to support the goals of the FDA and its programs.  The Atlas will include specific dashboards for Community 
Forest and Protected Areas Network and will help maximize efficiency within the FDA, facilitate communication among 
all stakeholders, and revolutionized forests monitoring in Liberia. To update, WRI has been contracted and work has 
since commenced with an in-country assessment and organization of teams including relevant FDA departments. The 
assessment took into consideration the current capacities and capacity gaps within FDA’s technical departments and 
within the Information Technology (IT) Unit. A team has been formed comprising three interns and one staff (1 female) 
from IT Unit, five staff from Community Forestry Department (4 females), one male staff from Conservation Department, 
and two male staff from the Department of Research and Development. A set of training has been conducted for the 
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team and the current Forest Atlas is being reviewed for update. An inception and progress report are expected by 13 
July 2018. The entire exercise of the Forest Atlas update is expected to be finalized by September 2018. 

WRI the Consultant firm Identified to Conduct Scoping Study for Liberia REDD+ Registry: One of the identified 
activities under the additional funding for REDD+ Readiness is a scoping study for the development of a REDD+ 
registry. A REDD+ registry is an important building block for ensuring accurate accounting and safeguarding the 
environmental integrity of carbon units that are exchanged within market mechanisms or financed through result-based 
finance programs. The FDA had been looking to engage the services of a consultant firm for this study. In this regard, 
the FDA began discussions with WRI to add the development of the REDD+ Registry to its ongoing consulting services 
of updating the Forest Atlas. Once finalized, the contract with WRI will be amended accordingly.  

Support to Emission Reduction Programs Scoping Design Initiated: In support of its emission reduction program, 
the FDA is undertaking a scoping design for emission reduction. This needs to be done by an independent private 
consultant firm.  Request for Expression of Interests (REOI) was advertised in May 2018 to support the Government of 
Liberia in the initial scoping of the emission reductions programs in the two target landscapes. The EOIs were reviewed 
and shortlisted. Shortlisted candidates will be contacted to submit proposal by 20 July 2018 after which a panel will 
review the proposal and make recommendations for selection and potential start by early August 2018. The entire 
exercise is expected to be done in five months.   

Capacity Building Program for Forest Dependent Communities on REDD+: Community Development Initiative Inc. 
(CDI), Liberia received a direct grant of US$ 50,000 through the FCPF Capacity Building Program on REDD+. The 
objectives of this support are: to raise awareness and capacity on REDD+, broadcast designed message on REDD+ 
activities through local radio station and local languages and disseminate the REDD+ in collaboration with the National 
REDD+ Program.  It is also aimed at improving the skills and knowledge of CSOs and CBOs in the implementation of 
the national REDD+ actions, raise awareness on participatory forest management practices aligned to forest friendly 
resource utilization and non-forest-based businesses. Activities are being implemented in communities in Montserrado, 
Bomi, and Grand Cape Mount counties. The grant implementation started in July 2017 and will end in July 2018. To 
date, CDI have conducted community engagement around Lake Piso in Grand Cape Mount County.  
 
3. Challenges and Issues  
 
The following are the key challenges and issues encountered during this reporting period and associated remedial 
measures proffered:  

 Delays in roll-out of NFI and coordination issues with FAO: Finalizing the NFI team conducting their training 
only happened in April 2018 when the MoU was signed in December 2017. Additionally, to date, FAO is yet to 
hire and deploy a full-time Chief Technical Advisor (CTA) to lead the work. A temporary consultant came in for 
three weeks and provided some support but the process is wanting of a more stable and consistent technical 
leadership. There were also delays with organization and provision of field logistics by FAO to field teams as 
per the MOU. The FDA has not received the semi-annual progress report on the process from FAO as required 
by the MOU. The timeline of 31 March 2018 for the report is well overdue.  

 

 

 Issues in getting inputs of technical stakeholders in relevant government institution into review of 
technical documents (reports and proposals). There were issues with constituting panels and getting them 
to finalize vetting of proposals from consultants, reviewing consultants’ reports and making inputs into technical 
documents such as ToRs and concept. This was due to issues such the following: 

I. The misconception by some that their services needed to be paid for participating and making inputs 
although government policies forbid such payments; some do not accept to participate at all and 
sometimes, reluctant participation (limited commitment and dedication) leads to delays. To encourage 
participation and alleviate the potential of such experts not tending to evade providing support, the FDA 
has been providing lunch and fuel for vehicle when physical (not by email) joint reviews are being done. At 
times, the FDA shares the document by email and advise participants to send inputs by mail (this is when 
such reviews or inputs do not require to be signed-off on) 
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II. Given the relatively small pool of technical experts available in relevant government institutions to make 
significant inputs and provide appropriate discretions and advice on technical documents and range of 
different strategic activities such experts are often engaged with in their institutions (including frequent 
travels), it is often a challenge to get them fully and timely supporting as would be desired. These 
sometimes delay finalization of documents and processes. The FDA tries to remedy this by proactively 
engaging and reengaging with the institutions to find suitable replacements. 

 
 Bad roads: It has become a repeated problem in Liberia for roads to be bad during the rainy season making 

some targeted project sites and communities difficult to access.  
 

 

4. Next Steps / Key Activities to for Next Reporting Period 

 

The FCPF-funded Additional Readiness Project is expected to close in January 2019 and highlights of activities to be 
implemented up to that time are as follows: 

 Completion of the conduct of the NFI and REL and full development of the MRV system: NFI data 
collection now advances into its second phase in Gbarpolu County and subsequently, to other counties, after 
which data cleansing, analysis and processing will be done.   

 Completion of LSMS Data Collection and Submission of Report: data collection will commence on 15 
August 2018 as the enumerators are expected to be deployed in advance on 13 August 2018. Procurement of 
logistics is being finalized.  

 Continuation of Support to Restructured RTWG: The RTWG retreat scheduled for 12-13 July 2018 will be 
supported as well as subsequent quarterly RTWG meetings. This  

 Completion of the Forest Atlas Update and Development of the REDD+ Registry- as indicated earlier in 
this report, the current Atlas is being reviewed as teams have been organized and trained based on capacity 
gap assessments. The actual update of the Atlas will be supported to its full conclusion.  

 Consultant Firm hired and Emission Reduction Scoping Study Conducted: With shortlist of potential 
consultants done for proposal submission potentially to happen between 20 July to 31 July, actual work is 
expected to commence by mid-August 2019. 

 Completion of the Land and Forest Cover Map: Consulting services to produce a land and forest cover map 
for Liberia will continue and be completed within the next reporting period.  

 Completion and Operationalizing of FGRM- regional stakeholders’ consultations in different regions of Liberia 
and a national one in Monrovia are expected to be completed by 20 July 2018. The full development of the 
FGRM   
 

 

 

 

SECTION B: READINESS PROGRESS 

 

5. Please provide your own assessment of national progress against all REDD+ readiness sub-components: 
(Indicator OV.1.B: Number of FCPF supported countries that have in place a National REDD+ Strategy, FREL/FRL, NFMS and SIS; Output 1.3 indicators) 

 

Progress rating key: 

Complete The sub-component has been completed 

 Significant progress 

 Progressing well, further development required 

 Further development required 

 Not yet demonstrating progress 
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N/A The sub-component is not applicable to our process 

 

Sub-component 
Progress rating 

(mark ‘X’ as appropriate) 
Narrative assessment (briefly explain your rating) 

R-PP Component 1: Readiness Organisation and Consultation 

Sub-component 1a: 

National REDD+ Management 

Arrangements 

Complete  

 

X  

  

  

  

N/A  

Sub-component 1b: 

Consultation, Participation and Outreach 

Complete  

 

X  

  

  

  

N/A  

R-PP Component 2: REDD+ Strategy Preparation 

Sub-component 2a: 

Assessment of Land Use, Land Use Change 

Drivers, Forest Law, Policy and Governance 

Complete  

 

  

X  

  

  

N/A  

Sub-component 2b: 

REDD+ Strategy Options 

Complete  

 

X  

  

  

  

N/A  

Sub-component 2c: 

Implementation Framework 

Complete  

 

X  

  

  

  

N/A  

Sub-component 2d: 

Social and Environmental Impacts 

Complete  

 

  

X  

  

  

N/A  

R-PP Component 3: Reference Emissions Level/Reference Levels 
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Sub-component 
Progress rating 

(mark ‘X’ as appropriate) 
Narrative assessment (briefly explain your rating) 

Component 3: 

Reference Emissions Level/Reference Levels 

Complete  

 

  

X  

  

  

N/A  

R-PP Component 4: Monitoring Systems for Forests and Safeguards 

Sub-component 4a: 

National Forest Monitoring System 

Complete  

 

  

X  

  

  

N/A  

Sub-component 4b: 

Information System for Multiple Benefits, 

Other Impacts, Governance, and Safeguards 

Complete  

 

  

X  

  

  

N/A  

 

 

SECTION C: NON-CARBON BENEFITS 

 

6. Does your national REDD+ Strategy or Action Plan include activities that directly aim to sustain and enhance 

livelihoods (e.g. one of your program objective/s is explicitly targeted at livelihoods; your approach to non-

carbon benefits explicitly incorporates livelihoods)? 
 (Indicator 3.2.b: Number of RF REDD+ Country Participants whose REDD+ Strategies include activities that directly aim to sustain and enhance 

livelihoods) 
 

Yes   

 

If yes, please provide further detail, including attachments and/or references to the documentation that 

outlines your approach: 

Part of Liberia’s REDD+ Program is directed towards supporting livelihood in the following areas; 

 Sustainable agriculture – our REDD+ program is supporting food crop production and value addition. This 

includes major food crops such as cassava, rice and maize with over 2000 farmers supported in major forest 

landscape. Also supported under this scheme is cocoa production as an alternative livelihood option for 

communities in these landscapes.  

 Beekeeping – we have identified a firm to train communities how to produce and market bee on a large scale.  

 

7. Does your national REDD+ Strategy or Action Plan include activities that directly aim to conserve biodiversity 

(e.g. one of your program objective/s is explicitly targeted at biodiversity conservation; your approach to non-

carbon benefits explicitly incorporates biodiversity conservation)? 
 (Indicator 3.3.b: Number of RF REDD+ Country Participants whose REDD+ Strategies include activities that directly aim to conserve biodiversity) 
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Yes   

 

If yes, please provide further detail, including attachments and/or references to the documentation that 

outlines your approach 

Liberia’s national REDD+ Strategy clearly aims to conserve biodiversity with two of the five pillars/priorities of the strategy 

exclusively addressing this- the strategy has a pillar on completing Liberia’s protected area network and another pillar 

dedicated to protecting areas of HCS and HCVs;  

 

 

 

 

SECTION D: FINANCE 

 

8. Please detail the amount of all finance received in support of development and delivery of your national 

REDD+ readiness process since the date that your R-PP was signed. Figures should only include secured 

finance (i.e. fully committed) – ex ante, (unconfirmed) finance or in-kind contributions should not be included: 
 (Indicator 1.B: Amount of finance received to support the REDD+ Readiness process (disaggregated by public, private, grants, loans)) 

 

Amount  

(US$) 

Source 

(e.g. FCPF, FIP, name of 

gov’t department) 

Date committed 

(MM/YY) 

Public or private 

finance? 

(Delete as appropriate) 

Grant, loan or other? 

(Delete as 

appropriate) 

     

     

$3.6 million  

FCPF Readiness 

Preparation Activities 

Grant 

06/2012 Public Grant 

$5.0 million  

FCPF Readiness 

Preparation Activities 

Additional Grant 

2015 Public Grant  

$36.7 million Government of Norway 2015 to current Public  Grant  

 

9. Please detail any ex ante (unconfirmed) finance or in-kind contributions that you hope to secure in support of 

your national REDD+ readiness process: 

 

Amount  

(US$) 

Source 

(e.g. FCPF, FIP, name of 

gov’t department) 

Public or private 

finance? 

(Delete as appropriate) 

Grant, loan or other? 

(Delete as 

appropriate) 

$ Government of Norway Public  Grant  

$500,000.00  Government of Liberia Public  In-kind contribution 
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SECTION E: FCPF PERFORMANCE 

 

10. To help build an understanding of the FCPF strengths, weaknesses and contributions to REDD+, please 

indicate the extent to which you agree with the following statements:  
 (Indicator 4.B: Participant Countries' assessment of FCPF's role within and contribution to national REDD+ processes) 

  

Mark ‘X’ as appropriate 

 Completely 

disagree 
Disagree Neutral Agree 

Completely 

agree 

The FCPF’s support has had a central influence on the 

development our national REDD+ systems and processes  
    X 

The FCPF’s support has improved the quality of our national 

REDD+ systems and processes 
    X 

The FCPF’s support has improved national capacities to 

develop and deliver REDD+ projects 
    X 

The FCPF’s support has helped to ensure substantive 

involvement of multiple stakeholders (including women, IPs, 

CSOs and local communities in our national REDD+ systems 

and processes 

    X 

 

Comments / clarifications, if appropriate: 

 

 

 

11. To help assess the usefulness and application of FCPF knowledge products (publications, seminars, learning 

events, web resources), please indicate the extent to which you agree with the following statements:  
 (Indicator 4.3.a: Extent to which FCPF learning, evidence and knowledge products are used by Participant countries) 

  

Mark ‘X’ as appropriate 

 Completely 

disagree 
Disagree Neutral Agree 

Completely 

agree 

We regularly access FCPF knowledge products to obtain 

REDD+ related information 
   X  

FCPF knowledge products are relevant to our REDD+ related 

information requirements 
   X  

FCPF knowledge products are sufficient to address all of our 

REDD+ related information requirements 
  X   

The FCPF website is a useful resource for accessing FCPF and 

REDD+ related information 
   X  

 

Comments / clarifications, if appropriate: 
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SECTION F: FINAL COMMENTS 

 

12. If appropriate, please provide any further comments or clarifications relating to your work on REDD+ 

Readiness during the last year:  

 

  

 


