
Global Forest Observations Initiative  

Methods and Guidance 
Dr Carly Green – MGD Component Manager 

 

Train the Trainer Workshop 

September 19-23rd 2016, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  



Presentation Outline 

 

• Introduction to Global Forests 

Observation Initiatives 

 

• MGD Edition 2.0 

 

• REDDcompass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Global Forest Observations Initiative (GFOI) 

• The Global Forest Observations Initiative (GFOI) is an initiative led by Australia, Norway, 

the USA, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), and the 

Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS) 

 

• The GFOI Advisory Committee includes experts from:  

– the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

– the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)  

– the World Bank Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF)  

– Global Observation of Forest and Land Cover Dynamics (GOFC-GOLD) 

 

• The UK supports participation of the Chair of the Advisory Group for the Methods and 

Guidance Document 



Space Data 

• GFOI works with 
space agencies 
through CEOS to 
ensures the  long-
term, world-wide 
acquisition of core 
satellite data 

• help countries 
meet their 
individual data 
needs 

Capacity 
Building 

• GFOI provides 
capacity building in 
coordination with 
others such as 
UN-REDD. It 
supports the use of 
satellite and 
ground data to 
monitor forests, 
and estimate 
GHGs. 

Methods and 
Guidance 

• Guidance on 
integrating remote-
sensing and 
ground-based 
observations for 
estimation of 
emissions and 
removals of 
greenhouse gases 
in forests.  

Research and 
Development 

• Identifying and 
promoting R&D 
needed for 
practical, global 
implementation of 
National Forest 
Monitoring 

GFOI Office 

• Coordination and 
Management 
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Methods and Guidance Document 

Integrating remote-sensing and ground-based observations for 

estimation of emissions and removals of greenhouse gases in forests 

 

• Development Lead by the Australian Government as their main 
contribution to GFOI 

• More than 50 contributing authors 

• 2 years in development 

• Published December 2013 

• In country use and feedback 2014/2015 

• Development of training materials and decision support tools 

• Available in English, French, Spanish 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Methods and Guidance Document 

Audience Aim and Objectives 

 

• MGD presents step-by-step advice on readily implementable approaches 

for developing REDD-plus estimates for UNFCCC reporting 

 

• Aimed at technical implementers, negotiators and those responsible for 

REDD-plus nationally 

 

• Provides operational link between IPCC methods and all REDD+ 
activities identified by UNFCCC  

 

• Aims to assists in the selection of the most appropriate technical 
solutions consistent with UNFCCC Warsaw Framework on REDD+ 

 

 

 

 



Methods and Guidance Document Edition 2.0 

Pre-released through REDDcompass July 2016  

Available for download in October 2016 

 

• Updated technical material related to: 
– Institutional arrangements 

– Use of global data sets 

– Integration methods 

– Updates on emerging operational technologies 

– Extension of guidance on biomass estimation    

– Case studies from REDD+ countries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REDDcompass 

 

www.gfoi.org/reddcompass 



Rationale of REDDcompass 
• Collates guidance, training resources and tools 

consistent with the GFOI MGD in one location 

• Presents REDD+ MRV in a step-by-step 

approach through a series of actions  

• Provides access to the most appropriate 

guidance, decision trees and training 

material/tool aligned with each action 

• Enables users to mark actions as complete, 

identify priority areas and training needs 



REDDcompass MRV Guidance Structure 

25 Actions 10 Actions 21 Actions 27 Actions 



GFOI MGD Foundation 



Access to Guidance, Training and Tools 



Themes, Concepts, Actions 



Action Detail 



Reporting on Progress 



User Statistics 

Month Users in the Month Countries Average time 

spent (mins) 

Average 

number of 

page views 

(pages) 

Total New/Return 

April 62 21/41 19 6.3 6 

May 163 106/57 46 8 6 

June 196 142/54 32 7.26 6 

July 254 92/162 35 20.26 12 

August 312 120/192 46 20.25 12 



Demonstration of REDDcompass 

• This Thursday 22nd September  

– 9.30 – 12.00 

– Work through the main elements of the tool 

– Create an account and work through a series of tutorial questions    
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