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What is UN-REDD?

 Supports countries to benefit from REDD+
– National REDD+ Strategies and Readiness

 Established in 2008 by FAO, UNDP & UNEP
– Response to UNFCCC Bali Action Plan

 Offers UN Joint Programme: Delivering as One UN
 Agreed delivery platform with FCPF and FIP
 Builds on wider UN agency roles

– E.g. National programs; as GEF Implementing Agencies, 
coordinate and collaborate closely  with development partners



UN-REDD
P R O G R A M M E

What is UN-REDD?

VISION:

Developing countries have significantly reduced their forest and land-based

emissions, as a result of incentives from a performance-based REDD+

mechanism, while achieving national developmental goals in a sustainable and

equitable manner.

MISSION:

To support countries’ efforts to reduce emissions from deforestation and forest

degradation through national REDD+ strategies that transform their forest sectors

so as to contribute to human well-being and meet climate change mitigation and

adaptation aspirations.



• Current funding portfolio: US$168 million   

• Donor countries
– Norway
– Spain
– Denmark
– Japan  
– EU

• Governed by Policy Board representatives from partner countries, donors to the 
Multi-donor Trust Fund, Civil Society, Indigenous Peoples and three UN agencies, observers such 
as UNFCCC, GEF, etc

• Secretariat in Geneva  - coordination
• UN-REDD Regional and country teams (FAO, UNEP, UNDP)

What is UN-REDD?
Funding & Governance
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What is UN-REDD? 
Two components:

1. National Programmes

• Capacity building for readiness

• Original 9 countries
– Africa: DRC, Tanzania, Zambia
– Asia & Pacific: Indonesia, PNG, 

Vietnam
– LA & Caribbean: Bolivia, Panama, 

Paraguay

• $ 1-6 million per country  -
13/29 funded

• Newly funded countries: 
Cambodia, the Solomon Is, the 
Philippines  > $500k 

2. Global Programme

• Policy and guidance to support 
NPs

guidelines, advice, regional/ 
international dialogue, analyses 
(FPIC, stakeholder engagement, 
safeguards, MRV, 
transforamtional policy,  etc. )

⇒ that support country action

⇒ that support the UNFCCC 
process on a global scale



Six Work Areas (2011-1015 strategy):

1. Measurement, Reporting & Verification (MRV) and Monitoring – FAO
2. National REDD+ governance – UNDP
3. Stakeholder engagement – UNDP 
4. Multiple benefits (including opportunity cost)– UNEP
5. Transparent, equitable and accountable management - UNDP
6. Sector transformation- green economy - UNEP

All are interlinked and lead agencies work collaboratively with others

• Build confidence in REDD, support dialogue, build consensus
• Ensure consistency in approaches
• Economies of scale in development of science, knowledge management and 

MRV
• Awareness raising, capacity building & technology support

What is UN-REDD?
Global Programme



• Country-driven support for demonstration 
activities:
– National REDD strategy development 

– REDD dialogue and consultations (governance, 
stakeholder engagement)

– Safeguards

– REDD assessment and monitoring  (MRV)

– REDD payment structuring and distribution options

– Policy support (multiple benefits, opportunity costs, etc)

What is UN-REDD?
Country programs
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What is UN-REDD?
Partner and Associate countries in A/P

Partner countries (10):
Viet Nam

Indonesia

PNG

Cambodia

Philippines

Solomon Islands

Bangladesh

Bhutan

Nepal

Sri Lanka

Associate countries (8):
Myanmar

Mongolia

Fiji

Palau

Samoa

Tonga

Kiribati

Marshall Islands
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Preparation  of REDD+ Roadmaps (area plan vs. blue print) – Cambodia, 

PNG, (Solomon Islands, Pacific, Mongolia)

Development of Decision-making Support Systems  (spatial planning, 

multiple benefits-opportunity costs) - Cambodia, Indonesia 

Analysis of Benefit Distribution Systems – Vietnam, (Indonesia)

FPIC piloting – Vietnam, Indonesia 

Participatory Governance Assessment – (Indonesia, Vietnam, others)

Social & Environmental Safeguards Piloting  - (Indonesia, Cambodia, SI, 

Mongolia)

National and Regional MRV systems and roadmap – Indonesia, Vietnam ( 

others globally - Congo Basin)

Regional REDD+ Readiness Assessment and Monitoring

UPDATES: 
Activities so far and (planned)
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Exploring Multiple 
Benefits (UNEP)

15% of the land 

that is high in 

carbon and an 

Important Bird 

Area is inside 

forest 

concessions. 

Almost 15 % of 

the area of 

Economic Land 

Concessions 

hold medium-

high to high 

carbon stocks

Exploring Multiple 
Benefits (UNEP)
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Spatial analysis  (UNEP)

Combined with economic 
parameters such as opportunity 
costs, spatial analysis also assists in 
identifying areas for REDD+

Spatial analyses of carbon  

stock densities and other 

parameters can provide key 

information to support planning 

and decision-making on 

REDD+ and economic 

development at national and 

sub-national scales
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Governance Dimentions of 
REDD (UNDP)

Access to technical advice on 
local governance;  anti-
corruption; participation of 
indigenous peoples; and the 
alignment of financing 
arrangements with 
government institutions.

Participation in south-south 
learning and capacity 
development networks 

Support to low-carbon 
development strategies 
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80 villages

3500 households

Ethnically, gender 
and age balanced

Piloting Free Prior and 
Informed Consent

Stakeholder Engagement 
FPIC (UNDP)
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Examples of 
communications 
materials for 
Indigenous Peoples 
in Viet Nam
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A transparent Equitable and Fair 
REDD+ Compliant Benefit Distribution 
system (UNDP)

Performance payments from international sources (fund 
or market)

Central Government:
Revenues received

Disbursements

Revenues retained by 
Central Government

Disbursements to sub-
national bodies

Disbursements

Revenues retained by 
sub-national bodies

Disbursements to local 
bodies and beneficiaries

Local (and participatory) 
assessment of 
performance

Sub-national assessment 
of performance

National assessment of 
performance
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Fulfilment of AWG-LCA Safeguards 
on REDD+  (UNEP /UNDP)

Principle 1 – Democratic governance: The programme complies with standards of democratic 
governance

Principle 2 – Stakeholder livelihoods: The programme carefully assesses potential adverse 
impacts on stakeholders’ long-term livelihoods and mitigates effects where appropriate.

Principle 3 – Policy coherence: The programme contributes to a low-carbon, climate-resilient 
and environmentally sound development policy, consistent with commitments under 
international conventions and agreements.

Principle 4 – Protect and conserve natural forest: The programme protects natural forest from 
degradation or conversion to other land uses, including plantation forest

Principle 5 – Maintain and enhance multiple functions of forest: The programme increases 
benefits delivered through ecosystem services and biodiversity conservation

Principle 6 – Minimise indirect adverse impacts on ecosystem services and biodiversity 

UNDP and UNEP will 
field-test principles 
and criteria and 
develop together 
with FAO an 
information system

UNFCCC Cancun 
Agreements request a 
system for 
information sharing 
for how safeguards 
are addressed and 
respected
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Forest Inventory
Satellite Land 

Monitoring System
GHG inventory

2005 LULUCF 

Inventory

Inventory 

compilation 
QA/QC

Emission 

Inventory 
Database

UNFCCC

=x

=             X
CO2 

equivalent

EMISSION 
ESTIMATE

ACTIVITY 
DATA

EMISSION 
FACTOR

MRV Roadmap (FAO)
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Including roles and 
responsibilities for 
multiple partners

A generic 
roadmap has 
been adapted 
to address the 
specific 
institutional 
architecture of 
Indonesia 
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Other technical support functions 

include …

… promoting Fire Management 
Voluntary Guidelines that propose 
strategic actions such as 
prevention, monitoring, 
awareness raising, preparedness 
and suppression of fires, as well 
as restoration of affected
Areas; a community-based 
approach is emphasized, since  
communities that suffer most 
from wildfires are likely to be 
most motivated to prevent or 
suppress them.

… promoting environmentally 
sound, economically feasible 
and socially acceptable forest 
operations, including 
silvicultural treatments and 
reduced impact logging (see 
FAO Model Code of Harvesting 
Practice)
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Regional Database for Timely 
and Needed Assistance (UNDP)



Thank you for listening!

Contact for more info.

FAO: Petteri Vuorinen at petteri.vuorinen@fao.org
UNEP: Thomas Enters at thomas.enters@unep.org
UNDP:Timothy Boyle at timothy.boyle@undp
UNDP: Aki Kono at akihito.kono@undp.org
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